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exper "ence. Will you not, for me, take that place? Your rank is one grade
too high to be ordered to it, but will you not serve the country and oblige
me by taking it voluntarily?* And Hunter started for St. Louis.
From antislavery quarters now rose a sure breeze of hostile criticism.
Press, pulpit, men and women of antislavery fervour, spoke and wrote their
scorn of Lincoln. *My wife expressed the common feeling about Lincoln's
letter to Fremont, by saying it seems to her to be the old conflict of Mr.
Feeble-Minded and Mr. Ready-to-Halt with Mr. Greatheart', wrote
George Hoadly, superior-court judge in Cincinnati, to Secretary Chase.
1 have heard men of sense, such as are called conservative, advocate the
wildest steps, such as the impeachment of Mr. Lincoln, the formation of a
party to carry on the war irrespective of the President and under Fremont^
etc., etc. For myself, I must say that if the letters of Mr. Lincoln to Magoffin
[Governor of Kentucky] and Fremont are any fair indication of his character
and policy, I pray God to forgive my vote for him. General Fremont is
thus far the favourite of the North-west^ because he lias come up to the
standard. And if the election were next fall, to displace him would be to
make him President.'
Senator Sumner was writing Dr. Franz Lieber: 'The London Times is
right! We cannot conquer the rebels as the war is now conducted. There
will be a vain masquerade of battle, a flux of blood and treasure and nothing
done!* The President lacked vision. * Never has there been a moment in
history when so much was all compressed into a single line and brought
directly under a single mind. Our President Is now dictator, imperator ~
what you will; but how vain to have the power of a god and not to use it
godlike! ! am sad/ Even Bill Hemdon of the still existing law firm with the
sign Lincoln & Hemdon was writing from Springfield, Illinois: 'Does the
war go on to suit you? It does not suit me. Fremont's proclamation was
right. Lincoln's modification of it was wrong/
These antislavery men clashed with such others as Montgomery Blair,
who wrote: 'The truth is, with Fremont's surroundings, the set of scoundrels
who alone have control of him, this proclamation setting up the higher law
was like a painted woman quoting Scripture/
Orville H. Browning of Quincy, Illinois, Kentucky-bom* who had. tried
criminal and civil cases with Lincoln and who was appointed United States
Senator to fill the unexpired term of Douglas, wrote a protest to Lincoln
against the modification of the Fremont proclamation, Lincoln replying:
'Coming from you, I confess it astonishes me/ Browning had helped frame
the very act of Congress on which Lincoln based his rebuke of Fremont.
*That you should object to my adhering to a law which you had assisted in
making and presenting to me less than a month before is odd enough/ The